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INTERLUX GUIDELINES: TREATMENT OF BOATS CONTAMINATED WITH OIL

The surface of an antifouling paint that has become contaminated with oil can become “blocked” i.e
preventing the biocide from being released, which subsequently leads to premature fouling. It will
also result in a contaminated layer that will make adhesion of new antifouling applications difficult.

Cleaning of contaminated antifouling surfaces:

For hard, polishing and ablative antifouling paints that have been heavily contaminated the best
method to use when treating the bottom is to use a paint-stripper such as Interstrip 299e to remove
all the pollution and the paint, then scrub the substrate using Fiberglass Surface Prep YMAG01 and
a coarse Scotch-Brite pad. Rinse with fresh water. Repeat until the surface is clean (when the water
cascades off of the surface with no beading or separating). Allow the surface to dry thoroughly prior
to re-painting. The same process is recommended on metal boats however to avoid corrosion the
metal substrate should be prepared by grinding or blasting after the cleaning process and prior to
priming. To aid adhesion apply InterProtect 2000E primer per label instructions.

Sanding or sand blasting a surface that still has oil on it may drive the oil into the surface and cause
a loss of adhesion of the subsequent coats.

If the coating of oil is light, powerwash and then use a household detergent with water to scrub off
any pollution. Then scrub using Fiberglass Surface Prep YMAG01 and a coarse Scotch-Brite pad
and rinse thoroughly with fresh water. Let dry prior to re-painting. Polishing paints such as Micron
Technology, may be re-launched without painting assuming the film thickness of remaining paint is
adequate (2-3 mils dry after scrubbing) & the next application is scheduled within 5 months.

Collection of waste water

Contaminated waste water should be collected per local marina guidelines, local authority
regulations and/or Clean Water Act requirements. Collecting the water and waste will prevent
spreading of the contaminant into other areas in the yard.

If you require further assistance, please don't hesitate to call Interlux Technical Service on

Tel: 1-800-468-7589
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